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COMMENTS FURNISHED BY CHIEFS OF
BRANCHES, OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
OF INTELLIGENCE, WAR DEPARTMENT.

1, EURASIA

Generel Comments

a. The only source of informetion which rivels the FBIB are
cebles received from U.,S, Militery Atteches and diplometic missions.
The cebles ere inveriably mmch less detailed than the radio broad-
casts which they summerize. For the purposes of Eurasien Branch, the
FBIB versions are essential. The few exemples listed below represent
8 small fraction of valusble information received through FBIB.
Further examples ere complete texts of importent foreign end domestic
speeches by leeding Government figures; details of transportetion improve-
ment plens; and economic production statistics, which are generally
never available from any other source.

b. In 8ll of the Eastern Europesn countries the government
controls and selects the material broadcast on all or part of the
transmitters opereting in each country. Broadcests by such government
controlled radios, therefore, provide indications of officlal
governument policy. :

2, WESTERN EUROPE

a. The FBIS Daily Bulletin is of value from three points of
view:

(1) Timeliness
(2) Originality
(3) Self-suffici’mency
b. TIMELINESS
Infomation reported in the Daily Bulletin is News, It is
very often in the FBIB that items of intelligence value ere reported
for the Tirst and often only time. As a source of current infor-

metion, the FBIB is therefore of inestimeble value to a researcher
seeking to keep abreast of developments in the area of his interest.
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c. ORIGINALITY

FBIB items express the views of the country from which the
broadcasts originate, Given a knowledge of conditions within any
one country, & rumning check can be kept on events of primary
concern ‘to that country, of the propsgende line at eany perticuler
time, ZEven if a report from & rellable source contradicts dete
reported in a broadcest, the very fact of a false report is of
intelligence value.

Of further interest: epoeches of lmportent figures are often
broadcest. These speeches might or might not reach the researcher.
Again from the viewpoint of timeliness, even should these reports
come in, the time lag would be considerable.

d. SELF.SUFFICIENCY

Ag reports from & recognized source, detailing one given
development or opinion, the items often meed no further amplificetion.

e The FBIB'ig en inveluable instrument for forelgn propegenda
enalysis. Western Europeen stetions generslly cling to factual
reporting whereas Soviet end Esgtern Europeen stations spread merxiet
gospel., 1t is felt that FBIB could be even more useful than it ie
at the present time (end the &bove exemples should help to meke that
usefulness clear) if 1t were used for a thoroughgoing study of
propegenda lines snd switches &s en index to Soviet policy, in
particular, (Tnie holds true of all countries where opinion is
controlled; Spain is snother importent example) N

f. Reading of FBIB limits the need to reed & mess of foreign
newgpapers since press reviews are generally & festure of foreign
broedcasts.

3, CHINA-MANCHURIA

2. In general, the FBIB coverage on Chinese languege newspapers

comee to us nuch more promptly then any other such coverage by other
. egencies. Further, the FBIB monitors the Yenan Redio broadcaste 2k

hours & day, end is the only US agency which does so. Meny importent

developments which are swmerized or merely mentdoned in US news-

papers--such &as the Chinese Compeny Lew--are reported in full in

the FBIB, The rendition of these complete texts is veluable to the

Political Section, Far Fest Brench.
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4, SOUTHEAST ASIA

a. With virtusl revolutions being cerried on in French Indo-China,
Jeave end Smna'bra, it is Iimpossible to keep track of current events
or eanticipate future events without =& knowledge of what is heppening
within the countries, in southeest Asia perticulsrly, the lack of -
U,S, interest in the ares results in limited US press coverege. The
War Department hes no representetives in French Indo-Chine, Jeve or
Bumatre. There ere two consuler offices in French Indo-Chine and
one in Java, Were these State Department officials to cover ‘the
ereé. completely for news, the cable charges would be enormous.
This section finds FBIB valueble in thet its reporte confirm arrivals
of troops, disorderly incidents, acts of wer s end other items which
the powers on the spot attempt to censor through regulsr commmmnication
chemels., .

25X1

6, LATTN AMERICA

a. The FBIB is an immediate sowrce of information. This seme
informatlon may subsequently reech this office through reguler chemnels,
but Iin megy cases the FBIB 1g the only source. . The brosdcasts '
wonitored by the FBIE include press reports from news agencies not
opereting in this country and not received by this office. The
information includes (e) texte of gpeeches by officials who formmlate
govermment policy, () editorials from public opinion forming news-
pspers and the officiel government Press, and (c) reports of
errivals, depertures, and eppointments of military, end political
end. economic personelities of significence.

b, The FBIB 1g directed as to subjects of interest to this
office and the Deily Report comes to ue as screened information, thus
eliminating perusel of lengthy ticker reporte from news services. The
present world situation is such that informetion on Letin Americen
countries is usuelly omitted by newe services of thig country. The

- FBIB section devoted to Letin Americe sssures thet this office will
recoive news on this area even though U.S, press sprvices do not
conslder the subject of sufficient genersl public interest $o publish.
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‘ c. The FBIB Deily Report furnishes this office & convenient

_ chronologicel file of events referred to deily for date of events or
details., There have been many inetances where information has
reached this office as classified informetion which hes bheen
monitored end reported by the FBIB thus meking urnecesssry Our
pessing the informetion on as classified or previously unknown.

a. In eddition to being & timely current events record, items
eppeering in the FBIB furnish this office with leads on informetion that
will be forthcoming from Militery Attaches. In cases where no
report is forwerded from the fleld, the FBIB gerves as & reference in
making requests for informetion to our field agencies.
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